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Each year, an estimated 
3.3 million children witness 
their mothers or female 
caretakers being abused.

continued on insert

In Her Own Words… 

My story is dark, and it’s difficult to describe.  How 

can I convey what it’s like to wake up every day of your 

childhood and wonder if today is the day your father 

will kill your mother?  How can I describe the terror of 

waking up in the dark of night to screams and opening 

your bedroom door to see your mother cowering on 

the floor as your father punches her again and again 

and again?  How can I explain the horror, the fear, the 

helplessness, and the despair of watching your father 

hold a gun to your mother’s head?  

	

My world stood still that night.  I remember a single 

scene, nothing more than a snapshot really:  My 

father standing over my mother, menacing and 

sinister, and the gun—that shiny, silver gun.  It was 

such a small thing, so small, but I knew what it 

meant—the end of my world as I knew it.  She was 

my rock, the center of my universe, and he was going 

to take her away from me.  There is tightness in 

Melanie serves on the Board of Directors for PADV.

my chest even now describing this scene to you.  My 

mother survived that night, but their marriage didn’t.  

She rebuilt herself after 

the divorce and poured 

all she had into giving my 

sisters and me a better 

life.  Suddenly a single 

mom, she gave up a lot of her own dreams to help us 

succeed.  Though she doesn’t have a prestigious job 

or a lot of money, she is the proud mother of three 

daughters, one of whom is a lawyer, another who is a 

director of a mental health center, and the youngest is 

in college with plans to go to medical school.  She is 

my hero.
 

- Melanie 

Kilgannon Lends Creative Talent to PADV

Did you notice our new logo and format in this edition 

of Speaking Out?  The logo was 

designed by the creative team 

of Kilgannon, a leading full-

service advertising agency.  An 

ad hoc task force representing 

staff, board members, 

volunteers, and survivors 

worked together to capture our 

essence—women-centered, empowered, supportive, 

and community—all in a single symbol.

Aside from creating the logo, Kilgannon is giving our 

corporate image a fresh new look by redesigning all of 

our outreach materials. The Kilgannon creative team



Letter from the CEO…

We know that intimate partner violence is caused by 

the inappropriate use of power and control. We also 

recognize that a combination of individual, relational, 

community, and societal factors may contribute to the 

risk of experiencing domestic violence.

Hurricane Katrina significantly increased the 

community risk factors associated with poverty, 

overcrowding, stress, frustration, and hopelessness.   

In 2002, there were 61,355 occurrences of family 

violence in Georgia, and we did not encounter 

the additional—and stressful—human dynamics 

associated with a natural disaster and evacuation.  

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, we began 

housing women from New Orleans who were escaping 

both a natural disaster and an abusive partner. The 

demand for our lifesaving 

services has increased by 50 

percent. At the same time, 

donations to PADV are down. 

Hurricane Katrina has already caused too much death 

and destruction, much of it preventable. Intimate 

partner violence is also preventable if victims receive 

support and develop safety plans.

Please help us continue to provide lifesaving services 

to battered women and their children. As the largest 

nonprofit domestic violence agency in Georgia, our 

services are critical to many in our community who 

are underserved and marginalized. Our mission of 

assisting women and their children in their efforts to 

live violence free is more important than ever.

Top Five Ways You Can Help PADV Today!

1.  Make a cash donation. No amount is too small.

2.  Make an in-kind gift. Our shelters operate 24-7 

and we can always use: paper products, cleaning 

supplies, trash bags, disposable latex gloves, zip 

lock bags and diapers (sizes 3, 4 and pull-ups).

3.  Give at the workplace through payroll deduction. 

PADV is proud to be a United Way community 

agency and a member of the Combined Federal 

Campaign (CFC). You can direct your gift to PADV 

through specific designation. For more information, 

contact the United Way.

4.  Become an advocate for domestic violence 

survivors and their children. Volunteer with PADV 

to answer the crisis line, facilitate a support group, 

tutor a child, or pick up donations.

 5.  Propose a Casual Day at your office. Pick any 

Friday of the month, and ask employees to donate 

$5 to wear jeans or shorts to work. It’s an easy way 

to let employees have fun and make a difference 

in their community.

To learn more about gift opportunities, please call 404.870.9603. 
For volunteer opportunities, please contact 404.897.1611, or 
e-mail us at info@padv.org.

Circle of Sisters 

Circle of Sisters is a philanthropic and 

mentoring initiative started by a group of 

professional women and community leaders with the 

goal of facilitating family economic stability and success. 

Soon after their official launch in September, Circle of 

Sisters adopted a PADV SUCCEED client, assisting her with 

medical bills, utilities, rent, and a student loan payment. 

The client also received assistance in developing her 

professional resume. On behalf of our clients, 

thank you Circle of Sisters for your 

community spirit of giving.

Cathy Willis Spraetz, CEO
Partnership Against Domestic Violence

Intimate partner violence 
is also preventable if 
victims receive support 
and develop safety plans.
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me, I just shrugged it off and said, ‘Why would you want 

to go to jail for killing me?’ His reply was, ‘I’ll go to Hell 

before I go to jail, and 

I’ll take you and the kids 

with me.’” Terrified for 

her children, she filed 

a restraining order. And by some miracle, this time the 
police gave her PADV’s number.
 

“PADV helped me when no one else would.  They 

invited me and my children to attend a support group 

and offered us a place to stay.” With both a restraining 

order and a safety plan in place and continued support 

from PADV, San is enrolled in college and living 
violence free.

At the 18th annual Hearts With Hope gala, held on 

February 11 at the Omni Hotel, San was honored with 

PADV’s 2nd annual Purple Heart With Hope Award for 

her perseverance in overcoming obstacles to become  

a domestic violence survivor. 

...by some miracle, this 
time the police gave her 
PADV’s number.

Community Support 

Groups Are 

Lifesavers

Community support 

groups provide 

assistance to women 

who have left violent 

relationships or 

continue to live with 

their abuser.  Last 

year, our community 

support groups served more than
1,000 women. 

For many women, PADV’s community support groups can 

be a lifesaver. One such success story is that of San Davis.

San met her abuser when she was 19 years old.  At 

first he treated her like a queen, but six months into 

the relationship the abuse began.  Embarrassed by the 

injuries and black eyes, San hid the abuse with baggy 
clothes and excessive makeup.  

Throughout the seven-year relationship with her batterer, 

San was beaten, raped, psychologically assaulted, robbed 

of her money, and isolated from her friends and family. 

But for San, the worst part of the abusive relationship 

was how law enforcement repeatedly let her down.  San 

can’t recall how many times she called the police.  Her 

abusive boyfriend was never arrested, even when she 

stood outside her home bruised and bleeding. “Finally 

the police got tired of me calling 

and threatened to arrest us both if 

they had to come back. I felt utterly 

powerless, alone in the world and 
insignificant. I had run out of options,” said San.

She left him and moved to a different city, but he found 

her and started stalking her. “When he threatened to kill 

continued from the front

also produced the edgy four-ad public awareness 

campaign that ran in the Atlanta Journal-

Constitution in October to commemorate National 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Be sure to 

look for a complete overhaul of our Web site in 

late spring, courtesy of Kilgannon. 

 

“Our agency is always looking outward—to our 

clients, their customers, and our community. 

We are pleased to help PADV as they ask others 

to look outward, too, and support the cause 

of women and children affected by domestic 

violence,” said Rena Kilgannon, president of 

Kilgannon.

San Davis, a survivor

I felt utterly powerless, 
alone in the world and 
insignificant. 
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Photos by Andy Hagedon, andyscamera.com

Silence Is Broken During National 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

Every October, PADV hosts two events to raise 

public awareness, celebrate survivors, remember 

the women killed because of domestic violence, 

and commemorate National Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month.

More than 150 people attended PADV’s Silent No 

More candlelight vigil on October 6, at the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site. This year’s 

powerful event included an interpretative dance, 

music, statements by domestic violence survivors, 

and a candlelight ceremony in memory of the 93 

Georgians who were murdered last year because of 

domestic violence. Community partners cohosting the 

vigil included Fulton County 

District Attorney’s Office, 

Fulton County Solicitor’s 

Office Victim-Witness 

Assistance Program, Baitul 

Salaam Network, American 

Medical Student Association of Emory, Refugee Family 

Services, and SCLC/Women. 

PADV also hosted the Domestic Violence Survivor 

Speak Out on October 26, in collaboration with the 

Gwinnett Solicitor General’s Office, Caminar Latino, 

Gwinnett Legal Aid, Gwinnett Coalition for Health and 

Human Services, and the Gwinnett County Family 

Violence Task Force. More than 90 individuals heard 

several domestic violence survivors publicly share 

their personal stories of despair and victory in 

escaping the cycle of violence. Linda Torrence, 

Public Service Director with Fox 5 TV, hosted the 

Speak Out. The event concluded with attendees 

participating in a flower ceremony to honor those 

who lost their lives to domestic violence.

The public awareness events were covered by FOX 

5 TV, WSB-TV, CBS 46, WXIA 11 Alive, and the 

Gwinnett Daily Post.

Survivors publicly shared 
their personal stories 
of despair and victory 
in escaping the cycle of 
violence.
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Thank you PADV Donors July – December 2005
You are making a positive difference in the lives of the women and children we serve.

In Memory or Honor of 
July – December 2005

In Honor of
Wendy Babchin	
	 London Andes
Irene Cason	
	 Rebecca Frye
Mother of Michael Dorsey	
	 Michael Dorsey
Amanda Frye	
	 Rebecca Frye
Innotrac’s Executive Team	
	 Shanin Crowther
Bernita Jones	
	 Nancy Halwig
Sharon McDaniel	
	 Joseph Mandarino
Judi Minnucci	
	 Julie Minnucci
Violet Rutledge	
	 Patricia Ford
Helen Sloat	
	 Pat Griffin	
	 Stan Jones and Bobbi Cleveland
Arlene Stuckey	
	 C. Diane Stuckey
Stephanie Szalkowski	
	 Victoria Weiss
Judy Trimble & Ed Long	
	 Leslie Harrison
Susie Trotochaud and Scott Dorfman	

David and Mindy Ellin
Dr. Becky Weinman	
	 Jack and Jill Welch

In Honor of
In Honor of the Wedding Anniversary of 
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Marcus
	 Ruth Rados	
In Honor of the Birthday of 
Nancy Marcus	
	 Ruth Rados	
In Honor of Robert Rosenfeld’s new 
granddaughter Emily
	 Ruth Rados

In Honor of the Board of Directors of 	
Northside Hospital
Ms. Kellye Baugh
Dr. Gwynne T. Brunt, Jr.	
Mr. William T. Deyo, Jr.	
Dr. Thomas W. Gable 
Mr. Thomas Hills	
Dr. Kenneth E. Jones	  
Dr. Willis E. Lanier	  
Dr. J. Bancroft Lesesne	  
Dr. Michael H. Mescon	  
Dr. John B. Neeld, Jr.	  
Mr. Mark Oshnock	
Mr. Anthony Salvatore	
Mr. R. K. Sehgal	
Mr. Charles B. Shelton, III	
Dr. Jacob Spanier		
Dr. Lawrence B. Stone	
Dr. Louis Sullivan	
Mr. Mark Sweeney	
Mr. William Westbrook	
Mr. Robert Whitley	
	 Northside Hospital

In Memory of
Janice Beggs	
	 Anonymous
Dr. James Crawford	
	 June M. Crawford
Tammie Gilbert	
	 Irene Cason	
	 Denise Johnson
Lucile Totty Homer	
	 Jacqueline Fincher
Hurricane Katrina victims	
	 Paul and Rebecca Rollison
Shirley Jaffe	
	 Ruth Rados
Michael Klein	
	 Ruth Rados
Nicole, Alexa and Tessa Richards	

	 Dale Holmes
Evan Sheffield	
	 Joel and Ann Willis
Nancy Swain Watters	
	 Ashley Lane

Financial Donors  
($100 and above)
3M General Offices
Yolanda Adams
AirTran Airways
Alpha Chi Omega Foundation
Alpha Gamma Alpha of Alpha Chi Omega
Alpharetta Kiwanis Foundation, Inc.
Altria Group Inc.
London Andes
William and Jody Andrade
Anonymous
Applied Economics
R. Lawrence Ashe
Association of Government Accountants 

of Atlanta
Jean and William Astrop
Atlanta Women’s Network, Inc.
Marilyn Baird
Stuart Ballard
Bank of America
Bank of America United Way Campaign
Barnwell & Company, LLC
Meredith Bell
Raymond Benedick
Susan Berryman-Rodriguez
Beta Sigma Alpha Chi Omega - UGA
Tomecta Biggs
Martin and Joan Blank
Daniel Bloom
Board of Commissioners, Fulton County, 

Georgia
Richard Bonnette
Books Are Fun, Ltd.
Sarah Booth
Thomas Bostick
Fred Breitbeil
Richard Brittain
Audra Brock
Donna Brogan
Carolyn Broughton
Lynn Brown McKinney
Anthony Bruno
Sharon Budnik
Carolina Handling, LLC
John and Adrienne Carr
Richard Carrano
Charles Carver
Litichua Carver
CD&L, Inc.
Pennie Cearfoss
Elizabeth Chandler
Kevin Chatfield
Corey Chavous
Circle of Sisters
City of Atlanta - BHS
Virginia Clark
The Coca-Cola Company
The Community Foundation for Greater 

Atlanta
CompuCredit Corporation
Carolyn Cook
Jo-Elise and Johnny Cooke
David H. Couchman & Melanie J. Noble-

Couchman Foundation
Sherri Coursey
Katy Cox Johnson
Charles Coxe
John and Gertrude Crane
June Crawford
Melanie and Bart Crowe
A. Carlton Crowley
Shanin Crowther
Helen Cuddy
Thomas and Ann Curvin
Teri Darnell
Ernest Davis
Kristin Davis
Dina Deaton and David Collier
DeKalb School Employees Foundation
Angie Delgado
Dienna Dewey
Lynne and Philip Dewilde

Phyllis Dodrill
Larry and Cathy Dorfman
David and Kathy Dorough
Alexandrina Douglass
The Drywall Company of Gwinnett 

County, Inc.
Brandon Dyer
Dynaric, Inc.
Betty Eagan
East Point USA
Derek Economy and Ann Walter
Carol Eggerding
David and Mindy Ellin
Emergency Food and Shelter Pro-

gram (FEMA)
Peggy Emmart
Jennifer England
Melinda Ennis-Roughton and Bert 

Roughton
Samuel Ernst-Fortin
Everlasting Covenant Ministries
Fannie Mae Foundation
The Ferrell Foundation
Fidelity - Open Door Class of St. 

James UMC
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
The Financial Information Group, Inc.
Kathleen and Robert Finch
First United Methodist Church of 

Lawrenceville
Debra Fletchinger
Karen Fordham
Louise Franklin
The John and Mary Franklin Founda-

tion, Inc.
Diane Freeman
Sheryl Futrell
The Gannett Foundation
Teri Garner
GE Energy Services
Georgia Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence
Georgia Department of Community 

Affairs
Georgia-Pacific Foundation
Global Impact
Jere and Barbara Goldsmith
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Robin Goodlet
Goza Properties, LLC
Blase Grady
Grey Worldwide
Karen Gryson
Gwinnett County CDBG
Gwinnett County Board of Education
Gwinnett County Charitable Contribu-

tion Committee
Valerie Handley
Harris myCFO, Inc
Leslie Harrison
Steve and Susan Hart
Tracie Henderson
Kim Hershberger
Rives Hewitt
Jerry Hicks
Stuart Hill
Susan Hill
Alan and Lucy Hinman
Rebecca Hoelting
Phil Holladay
The Home Depot Foundation
Julia Houston
Robin Hurley
Charlotte Hurt
Karen Icklan
Innotrac Corporation
International Union UAW Local No. 

10 Women’s Committee
Bonnie Irwin
J. Gid & Company, Inc.
Kerri Jackson
Rosalind Jackson
Elaine Jenkins
Cherie John
Gerald Johnson
Michelle and Charles Johnson
Cynthia Jones
Kellie Jones
Stan Jones and Bobbi Cleveland

Rainie and Chris Jueschke
Junior League of Gwinnett & North 

Fulton Counties
Kawneer Company, Inc.
Mark and Rosemary Keenan
Rena and Robert Kilgannon
Kilpatrick Stockton, L.L.P.
Elmira King
Todd and Marianna King
John and Anita Kinsella
Leighton Betty and Edwina Knox-Betty
Karl Koenig
Christopher Kornatowski
KPMG
Mary Ryan & Henry G. Kuhrt Foundation
Christopher Lance
Howard Lawrence
Lisa Ledoux
Rhonda Lege’
Paulette and Mike Leibowitz
Harry Leonardi
Paula Levermore
Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes
The Links Foundation, Inc.
The Links, Inc. - Azalea City Chapter
Tschena Locke
Loganville United Methodist Women
Anthony and Marguerite Lowe
Hannah MacDermott
Timothy Maloney
Susan Manfredi
Anthony and Karla Manners
Kimberlee Martens
Julie Mauney
Phyllis and James Maurer
Anthony McBee
Katie McClung
Sharon McDaniel
Wanda and Rick McGaha
James McGean
Jane McGlamery
Deborah McGraw
Maura McKenna
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Maggie McNeal
Marian Meyers
David Midler
Linda Milfred
Blake Miller
Glenda Minkin
Richard Mitchell and Susan Kupferberg
Moms Club of Buford - Mill Creek
Moms Club of Snellville
David Montgomery
Robbin Moore
John Morgan
Walter Mortlock
Lisa Marie Mosley
Brenda Mossholder
Lawery Murray
Aasia Mustakeem
Danna Nelson
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
NetBank
Network for Good
James Newman
Valerie Newman
Mark and Dell Norman
North Georgia Conference of the United 

Methodist Church
Northside Hospital
Northside United Methodist Church
Gail Nutt
ODL, Inc.
Mary O’Hara
Sandy and Jay O’Meara
Once For All Trust
Open Word Christian Ministries, Inc.
James Osborne
Carla Parris
Lizz Patrick
Elizabeth Pedine
Javier Pena
Maria and Roger Peninger
Tracey Pew
Celeste Pickson
Sandy Pittman
Richelle Porter
Porter Keadle Moore, LLP

Samuel Porterfield
Georgette Pound
Esther Powers and Thomas Redmon
Publix Super Markets Charities
Suzette Quarles
Ronald Raider
Reagan Ramsey
James Randall
Gail Raper
Recruiter Solutions Group, Inc.
Eddie Reece
Josie Reynolds-Walker
The Charles and Catherine B. Rice 

Foundation
Annajean Roberts
Lindia Roberts
Manola and Richard Robison
Diane Ross
Brigita Rowe
Michelle Sabree
SafePlace
Jennifer Sawyer
Frederick Schmidt-Fellner
Second Mile - John Wieland Homes
Sheryl Sellaway
Deborah and Larry Sessions
Priscilla Shaw
Mary Sheil
Deborah Shelor
Shelter Alliance
Joe Shelton
Keith and Tiffaney Shurbutt
Skin Care, Inc.
Henry and Ellen Slack
Helen Sloat
Carmen Smith
Southeastern Landscape Corporation
Southern Living at Home
Webb Spraetz and Cathy Willis Spraetz
Ashley and Ronald Sprinkle
James Stansberry
State of Georgia Bureau of Investigation
State of Georgia Department of Human 

Resources
Robert Sterling
Stephen Stringer
StubHub, Inc.
C. Diane Stuckey
Deborah Sudbury
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan, L.L.P.
Barbara Takacs
Elizabeth V. Tanis and John Chandler
Christina Teague
Wanda Teichert
Karen Thoms
Trinity Presbyterian Church
John and Robbie Jo Triplett
Susie Trotochaud and Scott Dorfman
Kathy Turnipseed
United Methodist Women
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development
United Way of Delaware
United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta
United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta-Com-

bined Federal Campaign
Lisa Varghese
Michael and Susan Vaughn
Verizon Foundation
Verizon Wireless
Katherine Walston
Dwayne Waxer
Robert Webb
WellPoint Associate Giving Program
Blair White
Cynthia White
Shannon White
John and Sue Wieland
Ashley Williams
Williams Brothers Lumber Company
Joel and Ann Willis
Ursula Wingo
Don Wofford
Michele Wynn
Anthony and Betty Young
James and Michele Young
Mark and Diane Young
Zonta Club of Atlanta
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We Moved! 
Our new mailing address is 
P.O. Box 170225, Atlanta, GA  30317.

Mark Your Calendar! 
Domestic violence in the workplace costs businesses $5.8 billion a year, and 

74 percent of victims are harassed at work by their abuser. Attend our annual 

conference “When Domestic Violence Goes to Work...” on April 27, 2006, at 

the Loudermilk Center, and learn how to address domestic violence in the 

workplace, including protecting employees, reducing costs, and increasing 

productivity. This year’s conference will feature a mock 

trial on employer liability. Call 404.870.9605 

for more information.
Want to Contact Us? 

Call our administrative office at 

404.870.9600, our Fulton crisis line at 

404.873.1766 V/TTY, or our Gwinnett 

crisis line at 770.963.9799 V/TTY.  

Learn more about us on our Web site at 

www.padv.org.

 

2005–2006 Board of Directors

Sheryl Sellaway, President
Manola Robison, Vice President
Sharon McDaniel, Treasurer
Melanie Winskie Crowe, Secretary
Debbie Sessions, Past President 

Cathy Callaway Adams 
Daniel Bloom
Jo-Elise Cooke
Joe DeSantis
Alexandrina Douglass
Bunnie Jackson-Ransom
Michelle W. Johnson
Rena Kilgannon
Rhonda R. Legé
Susan Manfredi
Maura McKenna
Gail Nutt
A. Elizabeth “Lizz” Patrick
Maria Peninger
Keith Shurbutt
Karen Thoms
Susan M. Tillery
Susie Trotochaud


