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Dear Friends,

We have had the honor and privilege of working with
hundreds of domestic violence survivors this past year
as we do every year. Contrary to general public
perceptions, these women are brave, wise, successful,
strong and smart. They are survivors not victims. All
too often we measure a person’s success by what they
have achieved and accumulated over the years. But
here at PADV, we have learned to redefine success in
terms of the obstacles a woman has overcome. It is
this definition of success that we recognize and
celebrate every day.

PADV has supported thousands of women who have
experienced hardship, sacrifice, terror, marginalization,
minimization, brutal violence and psychological
warfare. But through self-determination, love for
their children, courage, strength, and support from
PADV staff, volunteers and donors like you, these
incredible women are now living their lives violence
free and are well on their way to achieving greatness
in their individual pursuits.

We have profiled five survivors on the following
pages. As you read their stories, we invite you to take
a glimpse for a moment into their lives, to learn a
little about who they are, where they have been and
where they are now. We are sure their stories and
their lives will touch you and inspire you as they have us.

So please join us as we honor all domestic violence
survivors through these five women. Help us
recognize their strengths and skills, and celebrate
them not for their material possessions but by what
they have overcome. Thank you for your generosity
and support. Because of you, we have had the
privilege of providing a safe refuge for battered
women and their children so that they can reach their
life goals and dreams.

In the Spirit of Community,
Cathy Willis Spraetz
Chief Executive Officer

For over a quarter of a century, PADV has
supported women and their children in their Tracye T. Miller
efforts to live violence free. Board President



At one point in my life,
| felt that | needed a
husband.

| think most women do, especially women
who grew up in my era. After marriage and
divorce in 1997,1 met a man who literally
swept me off my feet. | believe, and | don't
say this egotistically, that | am an intelligent
woman. | am not naive. I've been exposed
to life. I know my way around so | didn’t
think that I could be taken advantage of, but
| was wrong. We married and moved out of
state. | sold my home and said goodbye to
my friends and family.

Once we were married, he told me what to
wear straight down to my undergarments.
He even styled my hair. He nearly ruined my
consulting business that had taken me years
to build. He spent most of my savings and
proceeds from the sale of my house in
Atlanta. From the moment | woke, | was
afraid that | might say or do something to

set him off. He called me “devil,”“bitch,” and
“whore” every day. He threw things at me in
anger. He did all of these things in the
name of “God.” He even invited a minister
to our home to try and help him justify his
treatment of me. | was afraid that he would
hurt me. At this point, | realized that the
people that | wanted to share my life with
were back in Atlanta. | didn't want someone
to be afraid of. So after accepting the fact
that | made a big mistake, and | couldn’t fix
it, | packed my bags and came home.

— Bunnie Jackson Ransom

Bunnie serves on the Board
of Directors for PADV.




Where do | begin? wy
memories are scattered, but like a quilt I'm
beginning to piece things together. The
following entries were taken from my journal.
It was a typical week in my life back then.

November 24,1996 — | made the shopping
list wrong. He asked me,” What can | do
right?”1 got shoved around for every
wrong item.

November 25,1996 — | know he said we were
going shopping today. | made sure to be
ready on time, but he looked at me and
laughed and then he told me how dumb |
was—nhe said he would not be seen with
“something” that stupid and ugly.

Lynette is a Women’s
Advocate with PADV.

November 27,1996 — | overslept, and his
grits were not done right. My back still
hurts. He hit me with his work boot.

November 28,1996 — Thanksgiving Day —
He went crazy because | made canned corn
not corn on the cob. He punched my face
and my arm and threw corn at me. He told
the children how dumb their mom was.

| tried, but | got it wrong. ..

November 29,1996 — Finally got some rest.
Still hurt all over but he said no doctor visit.
Why waste his money? He said it would be
better for the kids and him if | just died.

Well, I didn’t die. | left with my kids in secret
while my husband lay sleeping. I'm blessed
with three beautiful children: two daughters
and a son.

—Lynnette Ward

.;_F




My story is dark andits diffcult
to describe. How can | convey what it’s like
to wake up every day of your childhood and
wonder if today is the day your father will
kill your mother? How can | describe the
terror of waking up in the dark of night to
screams and opening your bedroom door to
see your mother cowering on the floor as
your father punches her again and again
and again? How can | explain the horror, the
fear, the helplessness, and the despair of
watching your father hold a gun to your
mother’s head?

My world stood still that night. | remember
a single scene, nothing more than a
snapshot really: My father standing over my
mother, menacing and sinister, and the
gun—that shiny, silver gun. It was such a
small thing, so small, but | knew what it
meant—the end of my world as | knew it.
She was my rock, the center of my universe,
and he was going to take her away from me.
There is a tightness in my chest even now
describing this scene to you. My mother

survived that night, but their marriage
didn’t. She rebuilt herself after the divorce
and poured all she had into giving my
sisters and me a better life.

“How can | explain the horror, the
fear, the helplessness, and the despair
of watching your father hold a gun to
your mother’s head?”

Suddenly a single mom, she gave up a lot
of her own dreams to help us succeed.
Though she doesn’t have a prestigious job
or a lot of money, she is the proud

mother of three daughters, one of whom is
a lawyer, another who is a director of a
mental health center, and the youngest
who is a high school senior who will likely
graduate first or second in her class. She is
my hero.

—Melanie Crowe

Melanie serves on the Board
of Directors for PADV.




My name is Carrie and | ame
from a loving and stable home. | met my ex-
husband in 1996 and we were married less
than five months later. | was a prisoner in my
own home. Afraid to leave, afraid to stay. He
would get mad over the smallest thing. The
abuse and control extended to every aspect of
my life. From what or if | ate (withina 6
month period, | had lost 40 pounds. Starving
me was part of his abuse), to the clothes |
wore, to when | was allowed to sleep, how |
wrote my name, who | talked to. He abused

me in every way possible. He yelled and
cursed at me and called me names. He
strangled me. He raped me. He told me what
to think and how to act.

(arrie is a member of PADV's Speaker Bureau to
help dispel the myths about domestic violence
and raise public awareness.

A lot of people have asked me why | did not
leave him. Fear becomes your enemy. It
makes you unable to react. Steven was a
typical abuser. He knew what made me
afraid. He knew what to say to me to drive
fear into my heart, to control me. He would
say, “Go ahead, try to leave. You'll be dead
before you reach the front door,” or “Sure,
go ahead and leave. But you cannot fit all
of the animals into your car,and what |
cannot do to you, | will do to them.”

| was a victim. | am a victim no more. [ am
a survivor. | escaped while visiting my

parents on September 9, 2002.

— Carrie Kerr




Nineteen years ago, | meta
man from Nigeria, whom | believed was a
responsible person of integrity. Soon after
we married, | realized he wasn’t the man
that | thought he was. | was expected to
walk several steps behind him, my daughter
and | were forced to wear our hair short, we
weren't allowed to turn on the heat during
winter. And, one year, my daughter was
forced to wear an old pair of my husband’s
shoes because he wouldn't permit me to buy
her new shoes. My hushand had several
bank accounts to which | had no access. He
constantly criticized me and mocked my
career and educational aspirations. We were
divorced after twelve years of marriage. |
feel that | have come full circle. I'm not
where | want to be but thank God | am not

where | used to be. [ am so on my way. ..
spiritually, mentally, emotionally, socially
and economically. My two oldest
daughters are recent college graduates and
my youngest daughter is seven years old.

[ am a survivor, | am surviving. ..

— Sonya Wright Omotayo

Sonya is a Legal Advocate
Volunteer with PADV.







— 24-Hour Crisis Line/14,441 calls received

— Emergency Shelter/841 battered women & children housed & 20,145 bednights provided
(number of times our beds were used)

— Parenting Groups/473 women participated

— Children and Youth Program/388 children participated

— Transitional Services Program

— Legal Advocacy

— Community Support Groups for Women
— Welfare Assistance

— Teen Dating Violence Program

— Services to Women with Disabilities

— 4,212 hours in childcare, legal advocacy, crisis line management, facilities assistance and
support group facilitation




Financial Overview of FY 2004

Your Investments
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Donors

AFC Enterprises/Church’s Chicken
AGL Resources, Inc.
AmericasMart Atlanta
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Anheuser-Busch, Inc.
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Avon Products, Inc.

Bentley Investments, Inc.
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Careerbuilder.Com

CompuCredit Corporation

Duluth Multicare, Inc.

Equifax, Inc
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FedEx Services

Fulton County Daily Report

G.E. Energy Services

Georgia Power Company
Georgia-Pacific Foundation
Hewlett-Packard Company

IBM Corporation

Industrial Developments International, Inc.
Innotrac Corporation

Intec Telecom Systems
InterContinental Hotel Groups
Invesco

Kaiser Permanente

Kilpatrick Stockton LLP

KPMG

Macy's

McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Music Midtown

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
NetBank

Northside Hospital Foundation
0DL, Inc.

Omni Hotel At CNN Center
Porter, Keadle & Moore, LLP
Publix Super Markets Charities
Reed, Quinn & McClure

Scotia Capital

Southeastern Landscape Corporation
SouthTrust Bank

Spanx, Inc.

Stevens Graphics, Inc.
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan, L.L.P.
Target Stores

The Coca-Cola Company

The Insurance House

Verizon Wireless

W.G.CL-TV.

Washington Mutual

Williams Benator & Libby, LLP

AT&T Foundation

Atlanta Thrashers Foundation

Atlanta Women's Foundation

Community Foundation for Northeast Georgia

David H. Couchman & Melanie J. Noble-
Couchman Foundation

DeKalb School Employees Foundation

Dillon Family Fund of CFGA

Lee Bachman Youth Fund

Mid Shore Community Foundation

Nordson Corporation Foundation

Oxford Industries Foundation

Second Mile - John Wieland Homes

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta

The Imlay Foundation, Inc.

The Marilyn and Bill Voss Fund of the CFGA

The Rao and Rani Varanasi Fund of the CFGA

The Wiggle Bug Foundation

Alpha Chi Omega - Atlanta Alumnae
Chapter

Alpha Delta Kappa- GA Delta Chapter

Atlanta Women's Network, Inc.

Begin Again Ministries

Bethsaida Baptist Church

Cathedral of St.James

Christ the Lord Lutheran Church

Church Women United in Atlanta

Design for Living Club

Dorcas Sunday School Class, Brookhaven
Baptist Church

Family Recovery, Inc.

Fidelity - Open Door Class

Goddard School PTO

International Association of Administrative
Professionals

International Union UAW Local No. 10
Women's Committee

Junior League of Atlanta

Junior League of Gwinnett & North Fulton
Counties

Les Tres Soulette Social Club

Level Creek United Methodist Church

MARTA Employees Charity Club

March of Dimes, Georgia Chapter

Mrs. Eleanor Weatherly

New Hope Christian Church

New Hope United Methodist Church

Once For All Trust, FHLB

Open Word Christian Ministries, Inc.

Presbyterian Women

Rainbow Class

The Road To Recovery, Inc.

SafePlace

St. Oliver Plunkett Catholic Church

Stone Mountain Belles

Trinity Lutheran Church Women of the ELCA

United Methodist Women

United Trinity Class

United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta-
Combined Federal Campaign

West End S.D.A. Church

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council

Department of Housing and Urban
Development

Fulton County Department of Human
Services

Georgia Department of Community Affairs

Georgia Department of Human Resources

Georgia Department of Labor

Gwinnett County Charitable Contribution
Committee

Gwinnett County Department of
Community Services

Gwinnett County Public Schools

Office of School Readiness

Operation Weed and Seed

Tom Darrow
Scott Dorfman
Sheryl Sellaway

William and Jody Andrade
Kate Florence

Paul and Emily Grigsby
Leonard and Rachel Grimes
Tracie Henderson

Paul Howard

Elizabeth Jordan

Joy Lewis

Alan and Cindy Maloy
Sharon McDaniel

Cynthia Marshall Oakey
Manola Robison

Larry and Deborah Sessions
James and Michele Young

David Adelman

Mike and Katharine Arnold
Tamara Caldwell

Angelo Carusi

Melanie Winskie Crowe
Mary Frances Estock

Lee Glenn

Donald and Catherine Helms
Virginia Hepner

Stuart Hill

Gail Hogue

Phil Holladay

Christopher Kornatowski
Charlotte McRanie

Tracye T. Miller

Mark and Dell Norman
Maria Peninger

Donald and Jan Pierce
Ronald Raider

Joe and Mary Kay Rice
Sean Sands

Rick Shannon

Lisa Spivey

Webb Spraetz and Cathy Willis Spraetz
Janet Stevens

Karen Thoms

Susie Trotochaud

Jeffrey Wigbels

Tim and Whitney Willis

Miles Alexander

Archie Brown

Steve Clay

Jo-Elise Cooke

Dina Deaton and David Collier
Mr.and Mrs. Eric Doggett
Derek Economy and Ann Walter
James and Marylon Foley
Sonia Franklin

W.Reeder and Jennifer Glass
Robin Goodlet

Schuyla Goodson-Bell
Dianne James

M. Andrew Kauss

Rusty Kidd

Donald Laurvick

Ronald Lowe

Kathleen Marran

Donald and Denise Mills
Richard Mitchell and Susan Kupferberg
Rebecca Celeste Moon
Rufus and Susan Nash

Gail Nutt

Alice Nolen

Carla Parris

A.E.and Lizz Patrick

Sherry Petry

W. Scott Petty

Frank Powell

Susan Price

Heinz and Carol Roye
Sherri Shepard

Helen Sloat

James Steinberg

David Stockton

Barbara Takacs

Leticia Towns

Bernadette Viens

Terry Walls

Michael and Leslie Watkins
J.Paul Whitehead, lll

Karen Wildau
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William Boice

Gay Bridget Bourgeois

Catherine Brosky

Carolyn W.Broughton

Carol J. Brull

Yvonne Bryant Johnson
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JoAnn Davis
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An average of 3-4 women are killed every day
by their intimate partners.
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The mission of Partnership Against Domestic Violence
(PADV) is to support women and their children in their
efforts to live violence free. PADV works to end domestic

violence by:

— offering safety and shelter for battered women and their

children

— restoring power, self-sufficiency and control to domestic
violence survivors
— educating the public on the dynamics of domestic

violence

For over a quarter of a century, PADV, the largest nonprofit
domestic violence organization in Georgia, has provided
professional, compassionate, caring and empowering
support to battered women and their children in metro
Atlanta. PADV began as an all-volunteer agency in 1975 and
incorporated in 1977.Today the agency has over 40 full and
part-time staff with an administrative office in downtown
Atlanta, and two 24-hour emergency shelters in Fulton and

Gwinnett counties.

Join PADV!' For more information about gift or volunteer
opportunities, please contact us at 404.870.9600 or visit
www.padv.org.
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